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In preparation for Advent, and for our Adult Education Advent
 series which begins today after coffee hour, we begin by thinking 
a bit about Mary's incredible gift to Jesus--and thereby to us.
Mary gave Jesus the gift of her humanity. Because of this gift, Jesus 
can complete his work in the world, reconciling humanity with God.

Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.
For Mary has said "Yes!" to God and Jesus is coming.

    Maranatha!  Come, Lord Jesus, Come.             Amen.	

Today we begin to light our Advent wreath, keeping track during the weeks to come of our progress toward Christmas, when we celebrate Jesus' arrival to live among us, 
at once fully human and fully divine. Among the candles, is one pink or rose-colored candle. This rose candle has been the center of much discussion over the years...is it rose-hued to honor Mary, Rose of Heaven, or to signify that the third Sunday in Advent is Gaudete Sunday--Joy Sunday--a time of rejoicing during our quiet Advent season?  
Yes!
On the third Sunday in Advent, we honor Mary, Rose of Heaven and it is time to rejoice, for Mary said Yes! Through Mary, we receive God's greatest gift to the world:
Jesus Christ our Saviour and Redeemer.
We receive salvation and redemption from ourselves, from our own sin, 
and thus we obtain acceptance into heaven.

Mary's life certainly did not turn out as she might have dreamed as a young fiancée. But Mary had choices to make when she was faced with a request from God. She could have said 'No'.  She could have insisted on a celebration at her wedding,  a husband who was proud to marry her; children in due time, but certainly not before the wedding! 
She could have said, 'No!' and lived her life much more quietly.
 But Mary said, "Let it be with me according to thy word." 
Mary said 'yes' to God.

Mary's life was difficult. So much seemed to go wrong or to come accompanied by violence and death. Mary gave birth to her first child before sleeping with Joseph.
How many neighbors do you think believed that story? The birth took place in strange and uncomfortable surroundings. Mary, who was perhaps 13 years old, gave birth unattended and in a stable that was built into a cave, and this after 
a long trip by donkey during the last days of her pregnancy.

Later, Mary and Joseph fled their homeland to avoid the murder of the new baby.
 This was on advice Joseph had heard in a dream. The little family lived as immigrants, aliens in a strange land; Joseph was able to support them on his trade of carpentry.
Later, back in Galilee, Mary and Joseph raised the child Jesus and their other children, all of them growing in strength and increasing in wisdom through those family years. 
Somewhere along the way Mary was widowed.
Then, partner-less, Mary watched her child's difficult young adulthood, and his eventual suffering and death; deserted by his friends, he was tried, tortured, and crucified.
Later, others of her children were also executed for the new faith. And Mary's heart was indeed pierced with sorrow and grief, as the temple priest Simeon had foretold.
Hers was a most difficult life.
But Mary said 'Yes!' and Jesus is born.

Today we celebrate Mary, the Theotokos—the God-bearer. Mary makes the Incarnation possible; through Mary, God comes to us in human form. This is so very important for all people for all time, because it is Jesus' humanity, which come through his Mother, 
that saves us from ourselves, from our sin. Jesus' humanity and
 his time on earth with us are the key to our very lives, our salvation.

Mary says 'Yes' and Jesus is born, and God dwells among us and we are saved.

This work of the Incarnation--God becoming flesh and dwelling among us in the form
 of Jesus--this Incarnation is precipitated by all three members of the Trinity...
working together...as they do all their work.
God the Father, Jesus the Word and God, the Holy Spirit, do the work of creation together. Together, they guide the ancient tribes under Abraham and Sarah and their descendants; together, they lead Moses and the Hebrew people out of Egypt; together, they build Israel under the Judges and then the Kings.  And together, when 
the time has come, the Angel Gabriel is sent to announce this plan to Mary:
"The Holy Spirit will come upon you," he tells her,"and the power of the Most High God will overshadow you. The child to be born will be called the Son of God."
Together, the Holy Spirit, the Most High [God the Father] and the child who is called the Son of God, bring Jesus to us. The three bring about the Incarnation in order to learn about humanity and to bond with us, to save us from our sin.

God the Trinity creates the human race, and so much does God love us and want relationship with us that they come to us in our own form... and thus familiar to us...
and at the end of our earthly life, they join hands with us to pull us into their circle of relationship.   God brings us into the divine Self in this incredible, holy way. 
They rescue us from ourselves and our sin to bring us home.
 Jesus can come to us to do this work of redemption because Mary said 'yes' 
and played her part in the plan. Mary says 'yes', and this new plan of the Trinity 
is accomplished. Jesus comes to us as a newborn baby, in a tiny and familiar form. 
God establishes this new connection with us, dwelling among the People as one of us. God learns about being human. And at the last, Jesus brings humanity home to God.

The Trinity--God the Father, Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit-- are with us at all times; they touch our lives constantly, but often we do not notice.  We are too distracted.
And that is what Advent is for. It is a time to indulge ourselves with extra time spent with God, in quietness and in prayer. For God is very near to us. Ready or not, we are now invited to join the Trinity in their amazing relationship. Together at creation
 and then throughout Jesus' life on earth, they continue together into eternity.
The wonderful miracle of Jesus is this: through him, we are called to join the Trinity. 
We are invited to join their eternal, miraculous mystery of love. 
And this is all because Mary says 'Yes'.
Mary gives birth to Jesus, the Word, the Son of God. Jesus inherits his humanity from Mary, his mother. He walked the Earth, fully human and fully divine; 
and so Jesus saves us from ourselves.   We know the story.

Jesus lived about thirty years among us; he died a terrible death, but after three days, he was resurrected into new life.  Ascending into heaven, he arrived back in his place within the Trinity. But Jesus is forever changed from his time on Earth.
 As Jesus Christ, the Son of God, moved back into his place within the Trinity, he took something new with him: he brought his humanity into the Trinitarian circle of love.
 Now we participate in the ever-giving and receiving, ever-changing, always changeless love of the Trinity. You and I are invited to be that close with God for all eternity.

When we light the rose candle, then, we are filled with joy, and we celebrate that Mary said 'yes'. Mary agreed to give birth to and to raise this child called Jesus. Mary said 'yes' to great love and to great heartbreak. Mary said 'yes', and Jesus is born.
Mary's gift of her humanity to this tiny baby changes 
everything and humankind dwells with God forevermore.

"I will come again and will take you to myself so that where I am, there you 
may be also." At the time of our earthly death, it will be our choice to join 
the eternal circle with God in the Trinity's relationship of love...or to refuse. 
Some do refuse; some choose eternal darkness;
 that deliberate turning away from God is what we call Hell.

Today we begin our Advent time. We wait...we watch and listen... we pray...
and we think on the Incarnation and rejoice, for Mary said 'Yes!'
 and Jesus is coming and we will live with God forevermore.		
						Amen



