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- gathered for a Family Play Day on Saturday, June 30 and a picnic and Eucharist service on Sunday, July 1
- welcomed two new Episcopalians into the Body of Christ 
- licensed new chalice bearers, Worship Leader, lectors
- participated in the election of our 10th diocesan Bishop, the Rev. Cathleen Bascom+  
- held an Instructed Eucharist  
- continued book discussion groups, four times during the year  
- held a Blessing of the Animals, celebrating St. Francis with a small, happy and energetic group   
Today we begin moving into our second year together.

What will God bring us this year? What will we offer to God? 

In the new year we already have ideas bubbling to the surface:   
 - we can each try on a new volunteer hat...what volunteer job have you not tried yet? choir? LEM? Lector? Harvester food ministries? 

- we can invite someone to come to church, for 'Invite a Friend to Church' Sunday--or, in truth, any Sunday will do!

- we will begin to turn our wonderful parish inside out...to become more inviting from the outside; we might begin by: 

1) freshening up the railing/doors on the north side of the church, 

2) adding 'Little Libraries' to our already inviting garden space

3) raising or allocating funds for a banner for the garden fence, to announce things like our Pancake Supper, Easter and Christmas services


4) participating in community events...as 'St. Paul's Mission Team' or something like that
5) what else can you think of?

And now another Glorious Year...in the year to come, let's

Imagine it...Plan for it...Work to make it come true...

Remember the children's rhyme:

"Here's the church, here's the steeple...





Open the doors, and see the People!"

Come along and help to fulfill the next part of our Parish Vision... so that on February 1, 2020, 
together we can

"Open the doors wide to all the new People!"
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One Year at St. Paul's Episcopal Church

February 1, 2018-February 1, 2019
"Glory to God, whose power, working in us can do infinitely more than

we can ask or imagine; glory to him from generation to generation in

the Church, and in Christ Jesus forever and ever." 
Amen

Dear Friends in Christ,

We have indeed had a glorious year in 2018.

Just one year ago, we came together to make of ourselves what God has always known we can be. We know the Church watches eagerly to see what each newly baptized Christian will do. The saints on earth and in heaven watch also to see what each working fellowship--each parish--will do to further Jesus' mission. The saints cheer us on as we strive to meet the world's challenges!       And we are succeeding!

We take care of each other and of this parish church, keeping alive 

the wonderful gifts we've received from generations past...our building

 and our traditions. And we reach out into the community, 

tending to our brothers and sisters in need.

Last year, we began journeying together, following Jesus' Way. 

Here's just some of what we have done since February 1, 2018. 

We have:

- addressed three storms' worth of damage to our building; we continue the work of getting our building restored, preserving it for generations to come;

- begun posting sermons on our website; this is an outreach opportunity as well as a file for us
- raised our ASA (average Sunday attendance) by 7% (
- continued with our feeding ministries: Senior Commodities, Back Snacks, the Harvesters' Truck and Kids' Cafe; we hosted a 'thank you' lunch for volunteers who work with us;

- continued with excellent servers at our Sunday Eucharist: choir, acolytes, Eucharistic Ministers, lectors and also Morning Prayer Worship Leaders 

- hosted the town for a very successful Shrove Tuesday pancake supper: we donated the $600 profit to the Clay County Camp Fund 
- met for Lenten Wednesday Evenings, sharing soup supper, Eucharist in the Parish Hall and a Lenten study.
- shared traditional Holy Week services of Maundy Thursday, Stations of the Cross, Good Friday and then a beautiful Easter     (continued on back page)
February 2019
DATE
TIME/SERVICE
ACOLYTES
GREETERS
E.MINISTERS
ALTAR GUILD

2/03
10 AM
Lanie
R.R.Adams
D.Long®
B.Easterberg
Epiphany 4
Holy Eucharist
Candace

G.Griffiths©
A.Tholstrup




S.Medina®

COFFEE HOSTS:  Stan & Kim Fry

STEWARDS:  Kim Fry and Donna Long

     

Sunday School:  Brenda Easterberg & Stuart Griffiths
_____________________________________________________________________________________
2/10
10 AM
Jacob
D.Turner
C.Bloomfield®
K.Fry
Epiphany 5
Holy Eucharist
Ronda

C.Brown© 
S.Fry

     


Jeff Hixon®
COFFEE HOSTS:  Donna Long
STEWARDS:  Kim Fry and Donna Long

Barbara Gearhart
Sunday School:  Donna Long  

Joan Randle
___________________________________________________________________________________

2/17
10 AM
Stan
G.Ruthstrom
W.Link®
J.Randle
Epiphany 6
Holy Eucharist


J.Bloomfield©
R.Lloyd




D.Link®

COFFEE HOSTS:  Wayne & Dee Link
STEWARDS:  Kim Fry and Donna Long


Sunday School:  Carly & Blair Bloomfield
______________________________________________________________________________________
2/24
10 AM
Lanie
A.Adams
C.Garwood®
C.Garwood
Epiphany 7
Holy Eucharist
Allison

D.Griggs©
G.Ruthstrom




S.Griffiths®
COFFEE HOSTS:  Bob & Vicky Mall

STEWARDS:  Kim Fry and Donna Long

                   

Sunday School:  Kim Fry and Ronda Lloyd
“Many things I have tried to grasp and have lost.  That which I have placed in God’s hands, I still have.”  ---Martin Luther
EVENTS FOR FEBRUARY:
Sunday, February 3rd:  Holy Eucharist; 10 AM.
Friday, February 8th:  Bishop-elect Catherine Bascom to visit St. Paul’s.
Sunday, February 10th:  Holy Eucharist; 10 AM.  
Wednesday, February 13th:  Choir Practice; 4:30 PM.

Friday, February 15th:  Dining Out at The Cove, Milford; 5:30 PM.
Sunday, February 17th:  Holy Eucharist; 10 AM.

Vestry Meeting; 11:30 AM.
Wednesday, February 20th:  Mobile Food Pantry at Shopko parking lot at Noon.
Sunday, February 24th:  Holy Eucharist; 10 AM.

Wednesday, February 27th:  Senior Commodities distribution 1-3 PM.

Choir Practice; 4:30 PM.
Thursday, February 28th:  ECW ladies meet at Java Junkies for lunch at 11:30 AM.

________________________________________________________________________
ANNUAL MEETING
The Annual Meeting was held Sunday, January 27th, following church.  Wayne Link and Donna Long were elected to the Vestry; with Wayne as Senior Warden and Donna as Junior Warden.  Dee Link volunteered to be our convocation delegate with Ginny Beck continuing for one year and Donna Long volunteered to be the alternate.  Written reports were submitted and approved.  Copies are available at the church for those who could not attend the meeting.   
Double Doors in Parish Hall

If you use the double doors in the Parish Hall you need to turn the deadbolt lock from the inside to lock them.  Several parishioners have found the doors unlocked which makes us open to anyone being able to enter our building at any time.  

Mowing and Lawn Care


Steve Cyr has done our mowing and care of our lawn for many years as a donation to our church.  He has decided that he can no longer offer this service.  If you feel that you would like to volunteer your service; please speak with a vestry member.  There is a push mower available for use in the storage shed.  
Church Camp Update

Welcome to Community Church Camps news update!  We start this year with about $17,000 in our camp fund; thanks to some year end donations.  In our short 4 year history, we have never started a year with that much in the fund.  THANK YOU!!!!!  


The first week in April we will be taking scholarship applications and by May 1 we will be paying camp registration fees.  How much will be needed?  We don’t know.  But, if the past is any indication, we will need at least $30,000 to fund all applicants.  

Upcoming events:  fundraising meals at United Methodist Family Life Center, February 6th and April 17th; 5:30-6:30 PM.  Last year we gave out 99 camp scholarships.  With your help we can do over a 100 this year.  Leading kids to Christ thru church camps.


Community Church Camp Committee, P.O. Box 118, Clay Center, Ks. 67432.

Curry column


-by Jim Beck

Michael Curry, our presiding bishop in a hurry, continues his ministries here and there and everywhere. On December 1, 2018, he was in nearby Salina, Kansas, to consecrate the new Bishop of Western Kansas, Mark Cowell. Bishop Cowell appears to be one of the busiest persons in America: bishop, rector of two parishes, county attorney for Hodgeman County, and city prosecutor for Dodge City. How many people can do five jobs at once?

Bishop Curry was named recently by the Religion News Association as last year’s most influential religious leader. Congratulations for this honor are in order. 
Earlier in 2018 Bishop Curry traveled to Honduras to observe what he terms a revival there, especially in San Pedro Sula. This Honduran city, known as a murder capital of the world, is home to many of the migrants fleeing northward for their safety. It is encouraging to hear, however, that God is at work amidst the terrible violence there. 
Continue to pray for Bishop Curry as he spreads the good news about the Jesus Movement, Episcopal Branch.
Thoughts for Valentine’s Day


Valentine’s Day, a time when thoughts turn to love.  But what is love?  Is a box of chocolates, or a pretty valentine?  Is it a red rose, or maybe a dozen?  Is it a peck on the cheek, a fond embrace, or a big bear hug?

Well, sometimes love is known in those ways.  But love, real love, is how we relate to God and to one another if life is what it ought to be --- beautiful!

Valentine’s Day


In the early Christian church, there were three priests named Valentine or Valentinus.  Though they didn’t live at the same time, each was said to be holy and each had been martyred for his faith.  All three priests were designated as saints.  Around the year A.D. 498 Pope Gelasius declared February 14 as St. Valentine’s Day.  This day came to be associated with love, romance and marriage.  Only during Christmas do people mail more greeting cards.  Be assured that God loves you with an “everlasting love” (Jeremiah 31:3, NRSV).
