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Merry Christmas to ALL who read this newsletter!  And, I wish everyone a blessed, safe and healthy New Year 2018!  My hope for everyone is that you had a joyous day with friends and family.  Our daughter, Jessica, and her husband, Tony, and our “granddog, Dottie, were here for the weekend and we had a great time.  They left Tuesday morning and said they were going back to Colorado where it was warm!!!  As I write this article Wednesday, Dec. 27, it is about 10 degrees outside!

We had two lovely Christmas Eve services—thanks to Mother Kay Dagg on Christmas Eve morning and Father Art Rathbun, Christmas Eve.  Attendance was great at both services!

Thank you to Donna Long and St. Paul's Altar Guild and those that helped with “big stuff” for decorating the church so beautifully.  It just makes the season more special than it already is.  Thank you all!

Thank you also to Deanna Turner for heading up RANDOM ACTS OF KINDNESS this year, and all those who took gifts to distribute.  We know from past experience that they always put smiles on everyone's faces—the giver and the receiver!

As we look forward to a new year, please pray for St. Paul's and the Diocese of Kansas as we begin 2018.  We will pray that the Holy Spirit surround us all with good judgment as we look to call a priest for our Parish and the Diocese as they prepare to call a new Bishop to lead us into the coming years.

Again, we wish everyone a beautiful Christmas season and a blessed New Year.

Carolyn

JANUARY 2018
DATE
TIME/SERVICE
ACOLYTES
GREETERS
E.MINISTERS
ALTAR GUILD

1/07
10 AM
Candace
R.R.Adams
C.Bloomfield®
K.Fry
Epiphany 1
Holy Eucharist
Stan

B.Long©
R.Lloyd




S.Griffiths®



Sunday School:  Ronda Lloyd & Kim Fry
COFFEE HOSTS:  Carolyn Garwood 
STEWARDS:  Jim Beck & Deanna Turner

 Deanna Turner
The Rev. Kay Dagg, Guest celebrant
___________________________________________________________________________________

1/14
10 AM
Allison
A.Adams
D.Long®
B.Long
Epiphany 2
Holy Eucharist
Lanie

G.Griffiths© 
G.Ruthstrom

     


J.Hixon®



Sunday School:  Carly Bloomfield & Blair Bloomfield
COFFEE HOSTS:  Gary & Sally Griffiths 
STEWARDS:  Jim Beck & Deanna Turner

Stuart Griffiths
The Rev. Kay Dagg, Guest celebrant


Jamie Bloomfield
___________________________________________________________________________________

1/21
10 AM
Ronda
D.Turner
B.Long®
C.Garwood
Epiphany 3
Morning Prayer


G.Beck®
M.Bradfield



Sunday School:  Stuart Griffiths & Brenda Easterberg
COFFEE HOSTS:  All January members  
STEWARDS:  Jim Beck & Deanna Turner

Bobbi Patterson, chairman
1/28
10 AM
Jacob
G.Ruthstrom
J.Brown®
D.Long
Epiphany 4
Holy Eucharist
Stan

C.Brown©
J.Randle




C.Garwood®



Sunday School:  Donna Long

COFFEE HOSTS:  Brenda Easterberg
STEWARDS:  Jim Beck & Deanna Turner


                   Anica Tholstrup

The Rev.Art Rathbun, Guest celebrant

                                Adam & Anna Lippe
EVENTS FOR JANUARY:
Wednesday, January 3:  Choir Practice; 4:30 PM.
Sunday, January 7th:  The Rev. Kay Dagg will be our Guest celebrant at the 10 AM Eucharist.  Gift exchange for children and young adults.
Sunday, January 14th:  The Rev. Kay Dagg will be our Guest celebrant at the 10 AM Eucharist.  
Tuesday, January 16th:  Vestry Meeting; 6:30 PM. 
Wednesday, January 17th:  Mobile Food Pantry at Shopko parking lot at Noon.
Choir Practice 4:30 PM.

Sunday, January 21st:  Book discussion and Breakfast; 8 AM.  Morning Prayer 10 AM.  Annual Meeting following church.  
Wednesday, January 24th:  Senior Commodities distribution, 1-3 PM.  

Thursday, January 25th:  ECW ladies meet at Java Junkies for lunch at 11:30 AM.

Friday, January 26th:  Dinner Out at El Puerto; 5:30 PM.
Sunday, January 28th:  Holy Eucharist 10 AM.
Wednesday, January 31st:  Choir Practice 4:30 PM. 
Removal of the Greens 


The Christmas decorations will be removed on January 7th following coffee hour.  Take them downstairs and they will be put away in the closets there.  
What awaits us?


We’re at the starting gate of a new year.  What will it hold for us?  Only God knows.  Yet if God knows, what not try to discover his plan for us each day?


We should carry on a daily dialog with God.  Following his lead is always interesting and challenging.  And much of the time it’s filled with wonder and joy.

I remember the story of a small boy who prayed to God at the end of a fun, interesting Monday:  “It’s been a wonderful day, God.  What do you have in mind for Tuesday?”


What does God have in mind for you in 2018?  Keep in touch with him, and you’ll enjoy the trip around the sun.








--Charles Ferrell

Get ready for Epiphany


Many Christian denominations celebrate Epiphany each year on or near January 6.  “Epiphany,” which means “showing forth,” celebrates the visit of the magi, or wise men, to the baby Jesus.  These men, also known as kings, saw the star that led them to Bethlehem.


The fact that these wise men were Gentiles, not Jews, teaches us an important theological lesson:  Their search for the Savior shows that Jesus came for all people.


In 1875, Philip Bliss wrote the hymn “The Light of the World is Jesus.”  The first stanza captures the meaning of Epiphany, a season of light:


The whole world was lost in the darkness of sin,


The Light of the world is Jesus!


Like sunshine at noonday, his glory shone in.


The Light of the world is Jesus!

Gift exchange for children & young adults


On Epiphany Sunday, January 7th, we will give gifts to our children and young adults.  There is a sign-up sheet on the first table in the Parish Hall to purchase a gift for someone.
Book Discussion


Our next book discussion will be held Sunday, January 20th at 8 AM.  We will discuss All the Light We Cannot See by Anthony Doerr.  Deanna Turner is our host for breakfast.

Community Church Camp Committee

After we have celebrated our Savior’s birth with our family and friends thru gift exchanges and fine meals, may we not forget the real “gift” that he gave us with his life.  The Community Church Camp Committee ends another successful year and looks forward to next year’s opportunity to share “his” love with others thru summer church camp experiences.  The committee has so much to be grateful for and feels so inspired by the support this community provides to it’s mission of “Leading Kids to Christ’.  Only “he” knows the direction this committee will be lead in the future.  But the one thing we do know for sure is that the members have grown in their own faith thru their “journey’ with the youth of our community.  A MERRY CHRISTMAS TO ALL !!!!!!!
What the New Year offers
· A fresh start in the totality of our life.

· A chance to do good things for others, especially older members of our family and parish.

· An opportunity to plan better for the future, including the use of our time, talent and possessions.

· A challenge to read helpful books about living according to God’s plan.

· A chance to better control stress and anxiety in body and spirit.

  

