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John the Baptist baptizes Jesus in the River Jordan; as Jesus rises from the water 
of this immersion-style baptism, a 'Voice from heaven' tells all present that Jesus

 is God's Son and that God the Father is well pleased with him.

Directly after the baptism, John the Baptist tells the assembled crowds that Jesus
 is the Lamb of God, now revealed to all Israel. Two of John's disciples call Jesus 'rabbi' 
and begin to follow him; one is Andrew who then brings his brother, Simon Peter,
 to follow Jesus. These brothers are fishermen and Jesus says to them, 

"Follow me, and you will fish for people."
 Soon two more fishermen join them: James and John, sons of Zebedee.

Crowds gather to listen to Jesus and he speaks to them of the blessings of God; 
we remember these as 'The Beatitudes', the 'Blessed are you' statements. 
The crowds of people see and hear Jesus and they believe.

Then Jesus tells the people that we are the light of the world.

We, the people, learn that it is our mission to magnify the Lord, to shine forth, 

so that others may see what we do and how we live and then give glory to God. 
We are to fulfill the Law and then to go one step further. 
The Law says we are to love our neighbors; we do so, and we love our enemies as well.

We take our part in the Epiphany of Jesus, showing him to the world by how we live.

We have seen Jesus in all his glory, and we know him as Love.

Two strangers once pushed through the crowds to approach Philip 

in Jerusalem and say to him, "Sir, we would like to see Jesus."

We have seen Jesus, and we have met him.

We love him and we know that he loves us.

We now step into January and the Season of Epiphany, and we are blessed 

indeed, for we know where to look each time we wish to see Jesus.

And now we Turn and Go forth on the Way of Love, taking
 the Blessing of Epiphany into our community for all the world to see.

 Let us go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  Amen.
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A Light Shines in Our Hearts

Arise, shine; for your light has come,

And the Glory of the Lord has risen upon you.








 Isaiah 60:1

January is a new beginning for us all, in the secular world and 

in our world, the world of the Word, Jesus Christ.

In January, in the secular world, we may compile a list of New Year's Resolutions, 

or ways in which we intend to live better. We may plan to take better care of our health,
 our budget, our responsibilities. We may plan to eat better, to use our money more carefully, to keep up with family and friends. We may plan to exercise more--body and mind. 

January is a time to promise ourselves that we will fulfill all the 'oughts' and 'shoulds'. Unfortunately, too often it isn't long before our plans have collapsed under the weight 
of daily living and we are stuck right back where we started.

In the world of the Word, we don't find a January list of 'ought to' and 'should'.
 Instead we embark on an eight-week journey of amazement and delight as we discover
 anew just how much our Lord loves us and what Jesus is able and willing to do for us, 

the holy People of God. In these weeks of Epiphany, God dazzles us with light, 
and in each bright display we see Jesus again, new and alive, 
Jesus, who shines in our hearts and blesses us with eternal life and love.

'Epiphany', the dictionary tells us means:

-'an illuminating discovery';    - 'a revealing scene or moment'; 

- 'sudden perception of the essential nature of something.'
It means God wants us to discover who Jesus is; God wants us to 'get it.'

The Season of Epiphany tells us that: Jesus is here. Jesus has come.

Arriving among us as one of us and for all of us, Jesus brings healing, 
understanding, and God's love as gifts for the world.
We look for Epiphanies of Jesus in the weeks to come.

 Jesus has arrived among us; he sleeps in the manger where Mary laid him, and Jewish shepherds and Gentile Magi arrive to see him and Jesus is revealed to all the world...
he appears to and brings love for us all.
JANUARY 2020
DATE
TIME/SERVICE
ACOLYTES
GREETERS
E.MINISTERS
ALTAR GUILD

1/05
10 AM
Lanie
A.Adams
D.Long®
K.Fry
Christmas 2
Holy Eucharist
Allison

J.Bloomfield©
S.Fry




A.Ralph®

COFFEE HOSTS:  Wayne & Dee Link
STEWARDS:  Deanna Turner & Kim Fry

     

Sunday School:  Stuart Griffiths & Ronda Lloyd



Theme:  Little Brother Joseph
_____________________________________________________________________________________
1/12
10 AM
Jacob
R.Adams
W.Link®
J.Randle
Epiphany 1
Holy Eucharist
Candace

C.Brown© 
R.Lloyd

     


J. Hixon®
COFFEE HOSTS:  Stan & Kim Fry
STEWARDS:  Deanna Turner & Kim Fry


Sunday School:  Stephanie Carrales & Donna Long


Theme:  Joseph and his brothers
___________________________________________________________________________________

1/19
10 AM
Ronda
D.Turner
G.Beck®
D.Link
Epiphany 2
Holy Eucharist


D.Griggs©
G.Ruthstrom




S.Medina®

COFFEE HOSTS:  Bob & Vicky Mall
STEWARDS:  Deanna Turner & Kim Fry


Sunday School:  Carly & Blair Bloomfield


Theme:  Joseph brothers in Egypt
______________________________________________________________________________________
1/26
10 AM
Stan
W.Link
C.Bloomfield®
B.Easterberg
Epiphany 3
Holy Eucharist


D.Link©
A.Tholstrup




S.Griffiths®
COFFEE HOSTS:  Donna Long

STEWARDS:  Deanna Turner & Kim Fry

     Joan Randle

Sunday School:  Ronda Lloyd & Kim Fry




Theme:  Joseph Forgives
EVENTS FOR JANUARY:
Sunday, January 5th:  Holy Eucharist; 10 AM.
Gift exchange for young adults and children; 11:30 AM.
Wednesday, January 8th:  Choir Practice; 5:30 PM.
Thursday, January 9th:  ECW ladies will meet at El Puerto at 11:30 AM.  If you need a ride call Donna Griggs, 630-1083.
Sunday, January 12th:  Holy Eucharist; 10 AM.  
Wednesday, January 15th:  Mobile Food Pantry at Shopko parking lot at 10:30 AM. 

Friday, January 17th:  Dinner Out will meet at Longford at Perries at 5:30 PM for social hour and at Coachlight for dinner at 6:00 PM.

Sunday, January 19th:  Breakfast and book discussion; 8 AM.  

Holy Eucharist; 10 AM.

Wednesday, January 22rd:  Senior Commodities distribution; 1-3 PM.
Choir Practice; 5:30 PM.

Sunday, January 26th:  Holy Eucharist; 10 AM.

Annual Meeting; 11:30 AM.

________________________________________________________________________
BOOK DISCUSSION GROUP

Our book discussion group chose the following book to read for the next book meeting: Being Mortal; medicine and what matters in the end by Atul Gawande on January 19th with breakfast at 8 AM. 
ANNUAL MEETING
The Annual Meeting will be held Sunday, January 26th, following church.  We need reports from Altar Guild, Building & Grounds, Harvester’s feeding programs, Senior Warden and any others.  Please give your reports to the office by Wednesday, January 22rd so they can be copied and presented in a booklet.  
The Way of Love

As the Episcopal branch of the Jesus Movement, 

we strive to follow the Way of Jesus. 

We seek Love, Freedom, and Abundant Life for all.

PRAY    Dwell intentionally with God each day.

Spend time with God in Creation on a walk.

Spend time talking to God in a quiet moment of your day.

Spend time listening for God in the silence of your heart.

Be still and know that God is good.

WORSHIP   Gather in community to thank, praise, 

and dwell with God.

Thank God for all our blessings. 

The word Eucharist means 'giving thanks'.

Praise God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit, with song and prayer.

Dwell with God and with God's People.

A hymn for the New Year


Washington Gladden, a pastor during the early 20th century, wrote this hymn “O Master, Let Me Walk With thee,” partially quoted below, appeals to Christ for his companionship, guidance, inner peace and hope.  It’s an ideal hymn for beginning a new year.

O Master, let me walk with thee


In lowly paths of service free;


Tell me thy secret; help me bear,



The strain of toil, the fret of care.


In hope that sends a shining ray


Far down the future’s broadening way,


In peace that only thou canst give,


With thee, O Master, let me live.
Curry column


-by Jim Beck
Presiding Bishop Michael Curry issued a Christmas message for 2019 that also serves as a fitting 2020 Epiphany greeting from him. He writes, in part, that the Apostle John tells us that “the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness cannot overcome it. I don’t think it’s an accident that long ago, followers of Jesus began to commemorate his coming into the world when the world seemed to be at its darkest. It’s probably not an accident that we observe Christmas soon after December 21, the winter solstice. The winter solstice being in the Northern Hemisphere the darkest time of the year. “

He continues, “Undoubtedly, these ancient Christians who began to celebrate the coming of God into the world, they knew very well that this Jesus, his teachings, his message, his spirit, his example, his life points us to the way of life itself, a way of life, where we take care of each other. A way of life, where we care for God’s world. A way of life, where we are in a loving relationship with our God, and with each other as children of the one God, who has created us all.”

The world is dark, Bishop Curry writes, “But there is a God. And there is Jesus. And even in the darkest night, that light shined and will shine still. His way of love is the way of life. It is the light of the world. And the light of that love shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not, cannot, and will not overcome it. God love you. God bless you and may you have a Merry Christmas and may this world be blessed. Amen.”
On beginning the New Year

Lord of heaven and earth, prosper thou us this year even as our soul prospereth.  Let thy presence go with us.  Be thou the Companion of our way.


In our home, grant that we may cheerfully welcome thee as our daily Guest.  In our relationships with others, teach us to practice the Golden Rule.

In all our seeking, grant that we seek first thy kingdom and righteousness.








--17th-century prayer
