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Grace is a gift
When we work an eight-hour day and receive eight hour’s pay for our efforts, that is a WAGE.

When we compete with an opponent and receive a trophy for our superior performance, that is a PRIZE.

When we received something in recognition for our service or achievement, that is an AWARD.

But when we can earn no wage, can win no prize and deserve no award—yet we received such a gift—that is unmerited favor.  That is undeserved kindness.  That is GRACE.
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Be Not Afraid

Evangelize in Jesus' Name
Many Episcopalians fear evangelism,'the E-Word': it seems foreign and dangerous.



Not so for us! We are not afraid! 

To follow Jesus on the Way like this requires a big, bold move...


what, exactly, are we talking about doing?   What is evangelism?  

Evangelism is sharing...when we evangelize, we share everything about God and about Jesus...we share with words and deeds: indeed, with our whole selves.

At the end of Matthew's Gospel we hear Jesus' words of farewell to the disciples.

Known as 'The Great Commission', this speech is our commandment to EVANGELIZE.

We sing about this Great Commission in a hymn from Wonder, Love and Praise. This hymn tells us what obeying the Commission means...it tells us some ways to evangelize, to 'make disciples of all nations', as Jesus asks us to do. 'Making disciples' means bringing people to know and love and follow Jesus...and this is a huge task for us...a true labor of love! 'The nations' Jesus refers to, are all who are not yet believers. We are to open the way for all non-believers to come to know and love Jesus.

Our hymn tells us we are to preach the word, in witness to Jesus' purpose. We'll come back to preaching...

We are to heal, to baptize and to teach, so that the world may trust that God's promise of abundant life is meant for everyone; we are to lift life up...treating all of Creation as the holy wonder that it is, showing and looking with awe upon 'Earth's true glory'.

We are not, to 'hoard as private treasure all that you [Jesus] so freely give'. Instead, we are to share and to work toward 'a just society.'

Often confused with the term 'evangelicalism', Evangelism is about SHARING THE WORD, it is about including everyone. Evangelicalism, on the other hand, is based almost exclusively on the Gospels, not taking into account the gifts of tradition, history, and reason, and often, not even other Scripture. Based on a strict and literal belief in the Gospel stories of Jesus' life and work on Earth, it is frequently preached to the masses, but it is about one's individual salvation. 

(continued on calendar back)

JULY 2018
DATE
TIME/SERVICE
ACOLYTES
GREETERS
E.MINISTERS
ALTAR GUILD

7/01
10 AM Utility Park
Stan

B.Long®
B.Long
Pentecost 6
Holy Eucharist


J.Bloomfield©
G.Ruthstrom
Proper 8



D.Link®
_____________________________________________________________________________

7/8
10 AM
Lanie
B.Long
D.Long®
J.Randle
Pentecost 7
Holy Eucharist


G.Griffiths© 
R.Lloyd
Proper 9
     


J.Hixon®
COFFEE HOSTS:  Donna Griggs
STEWARDS:  Jim Beck & Deanna Turner

Jamie Bloomfield
Sunday School:  Stuart Griffiths & Brenda Easterberg

___________________________________________________________________________________

7/15
10 AM
Candace
G.Ruthstrom
J.Brown®
K.Fry
Pentecost 8
Holy Eucharist
Ronda

D.Griggs©
S.Fry
Proper 10



G.Beck®

COFFEE HOSTS:  John & Deanna Turner
STEWARDS:  Jim Beck & Deanna Turner

Don & Carolyn Garwood
Sunday School:  Donna Long

Jeff Hixon

______________________________________________________________________________________
7/22
10 AM
Allison
A.Adams
C.Garwood®
B.Easterberg
Pentecost 9
Holy Eucharist
Stan

C.Brown©
A.Tholstrup
Proper 11



W.Link®
COFFEE HOSTS:  Gary & Sally Griffiths   
STEWARDS:  Jim Beck & Deanna Turner

                   Stuart Griffiths

Sunday School:  Ronda Lloyd & Kim Fry


                   Bobbi Patterson

7/29

10 AM

Jacob

D.Turner
B.Long®
C.Garwood
Pentecost 10
Morning Prayer




S.Griffiths®
M.Bradfield

Proper 12

COFFEE HOSTS:  Brenda Easterberg

STEWARDS:  Jim Beck & Deanna Turner



   Anica Tholstrup


Sunday School:  Blair Bloomfield

EVENTS FOR JULY:
Sunday, July 1st:  Holy Eucharist; 10 AM at Utility Park followed by a potluck picnic. 
Wednesday, July 4th:  Office closed.
Sunday, July 8th:  Holy Eucharist; 10 AM.
Sunday, July 15th:  Holy Eucharist; 10 AM.

Wednesday, July 18th:  Mobile Food Pantry at Shopko parking lot at Noon.
Friday, July 20th:  Dining Out Group meet at The Cove, Milford; 5:30 PM.
Sunday, July 22nd:  Holy Eucharist; 10 AM.
Wednesday, July 25th:  Senior Commodities distribution, 1-3 PM.
Deadline for August Newsletter.  

Thursday, July 26th:  ECW ladies meet at Java Junkies for lunch at 11:30 AM.

Sunday, July 29th:  Morning Prayer; 10 AM.
________________________________________________________________________
Parish Picnic Sunday, July 1
10 AM Utility Park

Two Feasts for the Children of God

We will begin with Eucharist at our usual 10 AM.  This will be trimmed back a bit…

· less singing than usual

· the sermon will be a very short biography of St. Paul, taken from Lesser Feasts and Fasts,
· we will communicate each other in a big circle

We will use the Eucharist bread and the frontal we make at Saturday’s Fun Day.  This does make for an early lunch, but I think that’s probably OK; it will get us out of the heat earlier.
(Continued from the front page)

The emphasis is on the individual sinner and this teaching looks inward. 

Evangelism looks outward. The emphasis is on sharing the gifts, the wonder and love of God and of Jesus Christ. We share our faith and our trust in God's inclusion of everyone when we evangelize. We use the Word of the Gospels when we evangelize, but we also use the Old Testament, the Epistles, and the Apocrypha;

we examine and honor tradition and history and we use reason to bring it all together.

When we were in seminary, LeRoy and I sat in daily chapel service, facing an altar behind which was an historic stained-glass window depicting Jesus teaching the apostles. Above this window were stenciled these words:

"Go Ye into All the World and Preach the Gospel."

Side windows in the chapel depicted various scenes of evangelists, often in foreign lands, preaching the Word in many languages. Virginia Theological Seminary was founded in 1823. Its purpose was to be a seminary from which the Word would go to 'the nations',

in the western territories of the United States and throughout the world.

Today's seminarians are surrounded with reminders of the purpose of our lives:

we are to bring the Good News to all the world.

Here at St. Paul's, once a part of the western territories of the United States, 

we have heard the Word and we know and love Jesus. 

It is our legacy to continue the work, following the Great Commission.

We work at feeding the poor; we come together in fellowship to praise God; 

we take the Eucharist to those who are imprisoned by their health

and cannot join us at church;

we give to sustain people with food, to sustain the Church in our parish, in our
Diocese and throughout the world...as we gave for the care of the




Diocese of Jerusalem on Good Friday. 

A question remains, though...how do we preach the word?

Preaching the Word, the Good News of the Kingdom of God...this preaching 


is only done with actual words a small amount of the time. 

To preach the Word, we live the Gospel. We treat all Creation as the holy wonder it is...

as we will lift it up and celebrate it on our Family Fun Day...June 30...and always.

We SHARE from the abundance of our lives, our Eucharistic Table, 

and our fellowship and joy at our church service and picnic on July 1.

We do not hoard any of God's gifts as our own private treasure. 


What God has given us freely...we SHARE freely--with open hands. 

Thanks be to God for the gifts of justice and plenty. Let us share them with all.
A prayer for July 4


Almighty and ever-living God, we humbly praise you for the nation in which you have allowed us to live.  We cherish its wonder and its beauty.  We are thankful for its fruitful lands, its bountiful waters, its great resources and its unlimited opportunities.


We thank you for our founding fathers and mothers, and for their foresight, special wisdom, and steadfast courage in establishing freedom and a lasting document of fairness.


Stir up within each of us the will to be good stewards of all the blessings of the land we love.  Amen.

Our church is to be sold


Our church is to be sold!  Yes, our church is to be sold!  No, we are not about to lose our building through foreclosure or repudiated debt.  However, our church must be sold to the city and county.  It has been planted to wield an influence beyond its membership and walls.  Thus, we are presented with an enormous challenge.


Our church must be sold to the unchurched!  There are scores of people in our community who would attend our church and join us in the Lord’s service if we would bother to sell our church to them.


How much is our church worth to you?  How much do you value its ministry?  How much do you value the Christ it proclaims?  As a member of this church, you are selling your church to others every day.  Are you selling it short?  Has it helped you to the extent that you’re willing to sell it to others?  Will you be enthusiastic in talking about your church?  Will you share your church with others who have no idea what they’re missing?


Take our church seriously and talk to people about what our church has to offer them.
