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Christianity became a state religion of the Roman Empire in 312 CE. Many people followed this 'New Way' and Christianity was making headway on the Iberian Peninsula by the time Islamic Berbers, called Moors, spearheaded the conquest of Spain in 711-720. These Moors occupied Spain until they--and the Jews--were expelled in 1492. During that 800-year occupation, fortunes ebbed and flowed; powerful leaders of all three Abrahamic religions took turns ruling over portions of Spain and Portugal. Today we find the evidence in architecture throughout the peninsula. For example, in Seville, we find the Santa Cruz Jewish neighborhood, in which one can visit the Seville Cathedral, which includes 'la Giralda'--once a minaret, today a Moorish-styled cathedral bell tower. In Córdoba, on the site of a very early Visigoth church, a mosque (Mezquita) was built beginning in 784; then in 1236, that building was converted into a cathedral. Since early in the 21st century, Muslims have been lobbying for permission to pray in that cathedral; so far their petitions have been refused.

One after another, the three religions prospered on the Iberian Peninsula, but not, evidently, in the same place at the same time. The Great Coexistence is an illusion. The period from 780-1492 CE may seem to have been more peaceful when we consider what came before and after.

In the years following Muhammad's death in 632 CE, the Moors attacked and conquered large portions of the former Roman Empire. In 1492, the year Christopher Columbus arrived in the 'New World', Columbus' sponsors, King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella, made other important history: they finalized the Christianization of Spain, and expelled the Jews and the Muslims, whose ancestors were immigrants centuries before.  

We can do better than the people of the illusory 'Convivencia'. We can make the main tenet of all three Abrahamic religions--kindness and love--the byword of our lives.

We can remember on October 14 that unless we are Indigenous Peoples, we are immigrants to this great nation. We welcome and include everyone who arrives after us. We come together as One People, God's People--making our Convivencia a reality. 
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Immigrants and Coexistence

The LORD said to Abram, "Go from your country, your people and your father's household to the land I will show you. I will make you into a great nation, 

and I will bless you; I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing."

Abram and Sarai--our immigrant ancestors.

This year we celebrate Indigenous Peoples Day on October 14, commemorating

the people who greeted Christopher Columbus and his crews as they arrived in the 

'New World' in 1492. This commemoration reminds us that if we are not indigenous peoples (Native Americans), we are immigrants or descendants thereof. Like Abram and his descendants, our families have been wanderers on the Earth.

Abram--Abraham--is known to us as the ancestor of three major world religions: Judaïsm, Christianity, and Islam. These three groups of descendants have wandered the Earth, visiting, invading and immigrating to each other's countries. As immigrants, we have at times worked hard to integrate into a new homeland. At other times, we have felt the need to keep to our ways, surrounding ourselves with comforting community in the midst of unfamiliar, sometimes hostile, new surroundings. 

The three Abrahamic religions have much in common. All three are supported by what are known as the 'pillars of faith'. These pillars include prayer, almsgiving and fasting. And all three religions are based in kindness and love of God and of neighbor. 

I recently came across an article about a period in history when it is believed that people from all three religions cooperated with one another, and lived in peaceful coexistence. This 'Convivencia' is thought by some scholars to have existed in Spain and Portugal for 800 years. How did they do that? Actually, we discover, they didn't.

We can do better. Let's consider how.
(continued on back page)
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DATE
TIME/SERVICE
ACOLYTES
GREETERS
E.MINISTERS
ALTAR GUILD

10/6
10 AM
Allison
A.Adams
S.Medina®
D.Link
Pentecost 17
Holy Eucharist
Ronda

J. Bloomfield©
G.Ruthstrom




A.Ralph®

COFFEE HOSTS:  Donna Griggs

STEWARDS:  Deanna Turner & Kim Fry

      Jamie Bloomfield

Sunday School:  Carly & Blair Bloomfield



Theme:  Creation:  God Said
_____________________________________________________________________________________
10/13
10 AM
Candace
R.Adams
R.Lloyd®
B.Easterberg
Pentecost 18
Holy Eucharist
Jacob

D.Griggs© 
A.Tholstrup

     


J.Hixon®

COFFEE HOSTS:  John & Deanna Turner
STEWARDS:  Deanna Turner & Kim Fry

Adam & Anna Lippe
Sunday School:  Stephanie Carrales & Donna Long
                               Don & Carolyn Garwood
Theme:  Creation:  continued
______________________________________________________________________________________
10/20
10 AM
Lanie
D.Turner
C.Bloomfield®
K.Fry
Pentecost 19
Holy Eucharist


C.Brown©
S. Fry




W.Link®
COFFEE HOSTS:  Brenda Easterberg
STEWARDS:  Deanna Turner & Kim Fry


     Anica Tholstrup

Sunday School:  Stuart Griffiths & Ronda Lloyd



Theme:  Garden of Eden (Adam & Eve)
10/27
            10 AM
              
Stan
               W.Link

G.Beck®
J. Randle
Pentecost 20       Holy Eucharist




G.Griffiths©
R. Lloyd








D.Link®

COFFEE HOSTS:  Gary & Sally Griffiths

STEWARDS:  Deanna Turner & Kim Fry

                           Stuart Griffiths


Sunday School:  Ronda Lloyd & Kim Fry


   Brian Bauer & Bobbi Patterson
Theme:  Trouble in the Garden
EVENTS FOR OCTOBER:
Sunday, October 6th:  Holy Eucharist; 10 AM.
Wednesday, October 9th:  Choir Practice; 5:30 PM.
Mutual Ministry Review; 5:30-7:30 PM.

Friday, October 11th:  Dining Out group at Farmhouse, Riley, 5:30 PM.

Saturday, October 12th:  Planning session for kid’s Christmas program; 10-11 AM.

Workday; 9-12 AM. (See article below)
Sunday, October 13th:  Holy Eucharist; 10 AM.

Vestry Meeting; 11:30 AM.
Blessing of Animals; 2 PM.
Wednesday, October 16th:  Mobile Food Pantry at Shopko parking lot at 11:00 AM.

Thursday – Saturday, October 17-19th:  Convention.
Sunday, October 20th:  Breakfast and Book discussion; 8 AM.  
Holy Eucharist; 10 AM.
Wednesday, October 23rd:  Senior Commodities distribution 1-3 PM.

Choir Practice; 5:30 PM.  Choir party and supper at the church following choir.
Thursday, October 24th:  ECW ladies meet at El Puerto for lunch at 11:30 AM.

Saturday, October 26th:  Workday; 9-12 AM.  (See article below)
Sunday, October 27th:  Holy Eucharist; 10 AM.
WORKDAYS

The vestry has scheduled two workdays for October 12 & 26, both Saturdays, 9 AM – 12 Noon.  We are gathering a list of cleaning projects around the church that need to be done.  If you can help us, please plan on attending one or both of these workdays for part of the morning or for all of it.  We need to do some deep cleaning, some organizing, some pitching and tossing, etc.  Many hands make light work.  See you there.
The Way of Love

As the Episcopal branch of the Jesus Movement, we strive to follow the Way of Jesus. We seek Love, Freedom, and Abundant Life for all.

Our Presiding Bishop, +Michael Curry, has asked Episcopalians across America to walk the Way of Love, together and with intention, from now until Easter, 2020. +Cathleen Bascom, our Bishop of Kansas, has joined Bishop Curry in this request. Each month, therefore, we will focus on one of the "Practices for Jesus-Centered Life".

Watch for the little 'Way of Love' line each month. Think and pray about how you might engage more fully with Jesus and with God through the 'practice for the month.'

October: TURN Turn away from one spiritually empty pursuit. Then: Pause, listen, and strive to follow Jesus.

SUNDAY SCHOOL

Themes for Sunday school will be below your Sunday to teach.  Material will be laid out on Monday downstairs for you to use.  I will e-mail  you the PDF of the gospel for the week to you.


Christmas Pageant is in the works lead by Stephanie Carrales and Donna Long.


Would you enjoy helping to tell the Christmas story with others?  We are forming a group on October 12 to begin creating a very special retelling of the Christmas story that is sure to be memorable.  This is a collaborative effort, valuing each person’s ideas and contributions, and weaving them all together in a creative way.  Along the way, we will build friendships and deepen our understanding of the precious gift of Jesus.  We have room for you—no matter your age or experience, whether you prefer to be talking or quiet, in front or behind the scenes.  Join us and help make this a Christmas to remember!


Day:  Saturday, October 12th

Time:  10-11 AM


*This is during the church workday.              Stephanie Carrales

What’s your spiritual yield?


In a sermon, Arizona pastor Jane Tews said:  “I sometimes imagine what it would be like if the nightly TV news included a kind of Dow Jones report on the spiritual yield.  The announcer might say, for instance, “Well, friends, kindness was up an eighth today, but greed rose by 2 percent.  Lust was down a half point in slow trading, and justice showed no change.  Patience reached a new high—closing at 72.  Love had a narrow gain to 49 percent, but peace plummeted when investors panicked.”


Tews then added that God’s kingdom isn’t measured that way.  Instead, it’s apparent when human need is met, when justice is strengthened, when evil is reversed and when people in bondage are freed.  The kingdom becomes a reality when there is reconciliation among enemies, when false pride is eliminated and when guilt is lifted.

“When a troubled soul searching for identity and meaning takes the risk of faith and accepts Christ as Lord and Savior, that’s when the kingdom appears,” Tews said.

Words count


The six most important words in the English language are:  “I admit I made a mistake.”


The five most important words in the English language are:  “You did a good job.”


The four most important words in the English language are:  “What is your opinion?”


The three most important words in the English language are:  “If you please.”


The two most important words in the English language are:  “Thank you.”


The one most important word in the English language is:  “We.”


The least important word in the English language is:  “I.”


The two least important words in the English language are:  “I can’t!”


The three least important words in the English language are:  “You messed up!”
